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INCREASED LIMITS ON DENIED BOARDING COMPENSATION, DOMESTIC 

BAGGAGE LIABILITY LIMITS, AND CIVIL PENALTY AMOUNTS 

 
On May 27, 2015, DOT announced higher maximum limits on certain “Passenger 

Protections” and on civil penalty amounts that DOT may impose.  The new limits take effect 

on August 25, 2015.  The limits are reviewed every two years and are adjusted to reflect 

changes in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U). 

 

This Final Rule will: 

 Raise maximum denied boarding compensation (DBC) amounts on domestic and 

international flights from the current amount of $650/$1,300 to $675/$1,350. 

 

 Raise the minimum liability limit air carriers may impose for mishandled baggage in 

domestic air transportation from $3,400 to $3,500. 

 

 Raise maximum civil penalties that can be assessed as result of DOT aviation 

enforcement actions for violations of section 41712 or consumer protection rules or 

orders by small businesses and individuals from $2,500 to $2,750.   

 

 

If you have any questions or would like further information regarding this Rule, please 

contact any of our attorneys or: 

Lisa A. Harig +1 703 247 5487 

Margaret Giugliano + 1 212 868 6980 

Shelley Ewalt +1 703 399 6078 

* * * * * 

McBreen & Kopko’s Aviation Group represents air carriers, fixed base operators (FBOs), 

airport managers, aviation service providers, and business aircraft owners and operators on a 

wide range of aviation issues including regulatory matters, commercial transactions, aircraft 

finance matters, and bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. 

http://www.mcbreenkopko.com/
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/05/27/2015-12789/revisions-to-denied-boarding-compensation-domestic-baggage-liability-limits-and-civil-penalty

